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Colombia: Summary Of Political Violence, January 21 -
February 22
by Erika Harding
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, February 26, 1992
Jan. 21: According to a Colombian Security Department report, rebel attacks against military and
police targets increased from 169 in 1990 to 425 in 1991. Next, 276 members of the public security
forces were kidnapped in 1991, compared to 97 in 1990. Rebels carried out 142 assaults against
civilians in 1990, and 516 in 1991. Jan. 22: Police spokespersons reported that Carlos Alberto Llanos
Millan, director of a Radio Todelar news program, was found stabbed and shot to death at his home
in Cali, El Valle department. Local government spokespersons in El Bagre, Antioquia department,
reported the kidnapping of engineer Edward Faugout, a US national. Spokespersons blamed
National Liberation Army (ELN) rebels. According to military sources, ELN rebels dynamited a
section of the Barrancabermeja-Atlantic Coast oil pipeline near Tamalameque, Cesar department.
An Education Ministry communique announced that the government would create a special security
force to provide protection for teachers. Specifically, the force will be charged with protecting
teachers who have received death threats, and investigating murder and assault cases involving
teachers and school staff members. Jan. 23: Bogota police chief Gen. Leon Dietters reported
that unidentified assailants dynamited two city buses reportedly in retaliation against public
service fee hikes. Colombian police spokespersons reported that they have no clues regarding
the whereabouts of kidnap victim Edward Faugout. Jan. 24: According to military sources, six
rebels and one police officer were killed, and five officers were abducted during a rebel attack
in La Cruz, Narino department. The rebels also destroyed a police barracks and seized 14 rifles.
Government spokespersons reported three police officers wounded in fighting near Carmen de
Bolivar, Bolivar department. Next, three Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) rebels
were killed by troops near Cabrera, Cundinamarca department. Jan. 25: Government spokespersons
reported five persons killed and two injured by unidentified assailants at Barrancabermeja,
Santander department. According to police sources, five youths were killed in Medellin, Antioquia
department, by "popular militias," armed civilian groups linked to the rebels. Military sources
reported four rebels killed by soldiers in Santander department. Troops killed one FARC rebel and
seized weapons and documents at Paez, Cauca department. According to military sources, four
ELN rebels were killed at El Playon, Santander. National Radio (Radio Cadena Nacional-RCN)
in Bogota reported that FARC rebels kidnapped 26 people in Miranda, Cauca department. The
rebels believe the abductees were responsible for the deaths of 21 indigenous persons on Dec. 16,
1991, in the nearby town of Caloto. In a statement broadcast by Radio Caracol, Cesar department
secretary Alvaro Castro said the department's 21 mayors have been threatened by rebels with
"popular justice" unless they resign. Mayors of Gonzalez, Aguachica, Pailitas and La Jagua de Ibirico
have already resigned their posts. Jan. 26: Military sources told reporters that seven soldiers were
killed and four others wounded in a rebel ambush near Yondo, Antioquia department. Military
spokespersons reported that rebels dynamited a railroad bridge near Sabana de Torres, Santander
department. Jan. 27: Police spokespersons reported the kidnapping of 78-year-old former senator
and public works minister Argelino Duran Quintero at Ocana, Santander. Duran Quintero also
served as Colombian ambassador to Switzerland. Dissident members of the dismantled Popular
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Liberation Army (Ejercito Popular de Liberacion-EPL) claimed responsibility for the abduction, and
said Duran Quintero would be released after delivering a message to authorities. The Simon Bolivar
National Guerrilla Coordinator (CNGSB) is comprised of the FARC, ELN, and the EPL dissident
faction. According to police, ELN rebels kidnapped Alfonso Niz Saavedra, mayor of Santa Rosa
de Simiti, Bolivar department, and William Rudas, participant in a national pacification effort. In
a communique, the rebels announced that the two would be released within the next few hours.
Police told reporters that two police officers and three ELN rebels were killed during fighting in El
Bagre, Antioquia. Three other officers were injured and one was reported missing. The rebels had
been guarding an electricity sub-station. Police sources reported that judge Luis Omar Herreno was
shot to death by two unidentified assailants riding a motorcycle at Cucta, Santander department.
The ELN announced the beginning of an offensive against the nation's railway infrastructure in
retaliation for privatization of the railroad and subsequent dismissal of 13,500 employees. Jan. 29:
According to a Radio Caracol report, ELN rebels set fire to three trucks belonging to the French-
Argentine Engineering Works Consortium (Consorcio de Franco-Argentino de Obras e Ingenieria-
COI) in Puerto Calavera, Antioquia department. The COI is constructing an oil pipeline in the
area. During a clash with soldiers, 12 rebels were killed, nine captured, and one soldier and an
undetermined number of rebels wounded. Military sources reported three Popular Liberation Army
(EPL) rebels killed and one soldier wounded at Anserma, Caldas department. Police sources said
unidentified assailants killed human rights activist Blanca Varelo in Barrancabermeja, Santander
department. Jan. 30: The CNGSB released businessperson Juan Carlos Arevalo, kidnapped Jan.
25 in Ocana, Santander. The Coordinator said rebels were holding Argelino Duran Quintero and
will consider his release when military hostilities end in several areas of Santander department.
Winston Vides, mayor of La Jagua de Ibirico, Cesar department, resigned his post in response to
rebel threats. Military spokespersons reported that an Air Force helicopter killed an estimated 10 to
20 ELN rebels on the ground near Medellin. Rebels killed one helicopter crew member. Three ELN
rebels died in a clash with soldiers in Caldas department. FARC rebels killed three police officers
near Bogota. Residents of Barrancabermeja, Santander department, launched a 36-hour general
strike to protest the wave of violence affecting the city. Jan. 31: Military spokespersons reported
that three rebels were killed in the explosion of a dynamite bomb they planted on a runway at the
Barrancabermeja airport, Santander. Airport operations were subsequently halted for 24 hours as
security forces removed other bombs from the area. Feb. 2: Military sources said two persons were
executed after rebels forced them off a bus in Barrancabermeja, Santander. According to military
sources, ELN rebels released Colombian National Railway consultant Jorge Pino and a railway
employee, who were kidnapped Jan. 29 in Bucaramanga, Santander. The two carried a document
in which the ELN described the National Railway director in Bucaramanga as a poor manager,
and demanded his resignation. Feb. 4: Police told reporters that ELN rebels shot and killed Adolfo
Roa Rodriguez, a candidate for mayor of San Jose de Miranda, Santander, in the March 8 elections.
Feb. 6: About a dozen US senators sent a letter to President Cesar Gaviria expressing concern
about increasing political violence in Colombia, and the recent massacre of campesinos in El Nilo,
Cauca department. Signatories included Alan Cranston, Edward Kennedy, John Rockefeller, Paul
Simon and Barbara Mikulski. The letter also mentioned death threats against rural and indigenous
leaders, the uninvestigated murders of teachers, lawyers and journalists, and the rise in paramilitary
activity. Feb. 8: Police reported the assassination by suspected rebels of Luis Alberto Quintana
Ayala, chief of security for the San Carlos hydroelectric plant in Antioquia department. Quintana's
chauffeur was also killed. The killings took place about 130 km. from Medellin after the assailants
dynamited the highway in front of Quintana Ayala's vehicle. The Attorney General's office reported
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that over half of the murder cases of journalists have been closed without being solved, "due to
insufficient evidence." Of the most recent 27 cases, only 12 remain open, and of those, police have
identified suspects in four cases. Approximately 70 journalists have been killed since 1979. Feb. 9:
In Barrancabermeja, Santander, local police sources reported the murder of six people, including
the vice president of the transportation workers union, by unidentified assailants. Another three
persons were wounded. The union launched a strike to protest the murders. A Venezuelan military
border post in Puerto Paez, 750 km. south of Caracas, was attacked by suspected Colombian rebels.
Eight rebels were killed, and no military casualties were reported. Feb. 12: According to police,
three children and a soldier were killed during an attack by ELN rebels in San Vicente de Chucuri,
Santander. The rebels reportedly bombed a military convoy while children played nearby. A soldier
and a police officer were killed during an attack attributed to FARC rebels in Jurado, located on the
Pacific coast of Choco department. The rebels fired mortars on the city, which they then occupied
and sacked. Feb. 17: An RCN report indicated that the Jorge Eliecer Gaitan (JEGA) dissident faction
of the former M-19 rebel organization took responsibility for the kidnapping of 81- year-old Spanish
national Dionisio Simon Fernandez. Simon Fernandez was abducted Feb. 15 from his home in
Yumbo, Del Valle department. Police say Simon Fernandez requires medical care, and that the
more likely perpetrators are common criminals rather than rebels. Feb. 19: Military spokespersons
reported that rebels killed one civilian and wounded at least 14 police officers during an attack
on the town of Yali, Antioquia. The rebels attacked the police station and robbed a bank. Feb.
20: In Medellin, police sources reported the abduction of Gabriel Jaime Acevedo, owner of the
Intermovil import company, by 12 unidentified assailants. Acevedo's driver and two bodyguards
were killed. Bogota police reported the kidnapping of two businesspeople, Enilda de Rodriguez
and Luz Marina Cruz. According to police, FARC rebels abducted US national Michael James, an
engineer working for the government's Geological and Mining Institute (INGEOMINAS). The
kidnapping occurred near Mutata, Antioquia department. Government officials in Aguachica,
Cesar department, reported that four police officers were shot to death when the bus in which they
were traveling was pulled over by rebels on the highway between Bucaramanga and the Caribbean
coast. Feb. 21: In Medellin, police spokespersons told reporters that unidentified gunmen killed
Luz Dary Castano de Guerra, an employee of the city's accounting department, and a leader of the
Patriotic Union (UP) party. Feb. 22: According to a Defense Ministry communique, rebels dynamited
a highway and ambushed an army convoy, killing 11 soldiers and a driver. The incident took place
near Segovia, about 265 km. north of Bogota. At least one rebel was also killed. According to a
report by a group of specialists commissioned by the government to examine the nature and effects
of paramilitary violence, soldiers have occasionally openly collaborated with paramilitary death
squads, which were responsible for at least 18 massacres between March 1988 and December 1990.
The report also accused military officers of involvement in drug trafficking, especially in Norte de
Santander department. (Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua, 01/21/92; Spanish news service EFE,
01/18/92, 01/22/92, 01/24- 30/92, 02/02/92, 02/04/92, 02/06/92, 02/08/92, 02/12/92, 02/17/92, 02/19/92,
02/21/92; Associated Press, 01/28/92, 01/30/92, 02/23/92; Agence France-Presse, 01/17/92, 01/19- 24/92,
01/26-31/92, 02/02/92, 02/03/92, 02/08/92, 02/10/92, 02/12/92, 02/17/92, 02/19/92, 02/20/92, 02/22/92,
02/23/92)
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